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Act 79 of 2018

In October 2018, Governor Wolf signed Act 79 into law which made significant 

changes to the Protection From Abuse (PFA) Order requirements. The Act created 

new procedures regarding the relinquishment of firearms, ammunition, and other 

weapons by a defendant named in a PFA Order. Prior to this Act, firearms could be 

relinquished to a family member, friend, or county Sheriffôs Office and defendants 

were allowed at least 30 days to comply with the relinquishment order. Effective April 

10, 2019, Act 79 provides the following changes:
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Å Firearms can no longer be given to friends or family for safekeeping;

Å Firearms, ammunition, and other weapons can be relinquished to ANY law 

enforcement agency, Sheriffôs Office, Federal Firearms Licensed dealers or a 

licensed commercial armory, and certain third parties;

Å Firearms, ammunition, and other weapons must be relinquished within 24 hours of 

the issuance of a Final Protection Order or the service of a Temporary Protection 

Order, unless special circumstances exist.

Changes:
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Å The Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD) is a web-based application that has 

been modified from itôs current use to encompass the new requirements of Act 79.  

Users include; Prothonotary/courts, state/municipal law enforcement, Sheriffs, 

Federal Firearms License holders and others.

Å The new modifications incorporate the entire process from the creation of the PFA 

through its service by law enforcement, and finally the relinquishment and return of 

the firearms.    

Å PFAD will also send automatic messages using the Commonwealth Law 

Enforcement Assistance Network (CLEAN) to agencies notifying them of PFAs as 

they relate to firearms relinquishment.  

Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD) 
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Å PFAD will use the Commonwealth Law Enforcement Assistance Network (CLEAN) 

to send the following messages to the involved agencies:

Å A message advising that a PFA has been entered that requires a defendant to 

relinquish firearms in your area of responsibility within a specified time frame.

Å A message advising if no agency has made a PFAD entry (stating the required 

firearms were relinquished after the allotted time expires) and that an 

investigation by the agency having jurisdiction should begin.

Å A message stating a PFA with relinquished firearms has been 

dismissed/expired and the weapons can be returned.

Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD) 
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WEAPON RELINQUISHMENT ORDERED COMPLIANCE REQUIRED BY BELOW DATE

DEFENDANT: Joe Smith

PLAINTIFF: Joann Smith

Protection From Abuse Order#xxxxxxhas been entered into the Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD).

This order requires the Defendant Joe Smith to relinquish firearms, ammunition and/or other weapons to the sheriff, the 
appropriate law enforcement agency or authorized third party for safekeeping by April 21, 2020.

Any entity receiving the weapons from the Defendant should immediately enter them into PFAD using the Relinquish of 
Firearms Receipt (SP 4-411).

Assistance on how to access and use the Relinquish of Firearms Receipt (SP 4-411) form through PFAD can be found by 
going to: https://www.pfad.pa.gov/System/UserManual

When a PFA is filed with your agencyôs ORI listed on the order, 

you will receive the below message.



INVESTIGATION REQUIRED: FAILURE TO RELIQUISH FIREARM/WEAPONS

DEFENDANT: Joe Smith

PLAINTIFF: Joan Smith

Protection From Abuse Order #xxxxxwas entered into the Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD).  This order required the Defendant Joe Smith 
to relinquish firearms, ammunition and/or other weapons to the sheriff, appropriate law enforcement agency, or authorized third party for 
safekeeping by September 11, 2019.

An investigation shall be initiated by the appropriate law enforcement agency having primary jurisdiction for a possible violation of Title 18 of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes Section 6105, Persons not to possess, use, manufacture, control, sell or transfer firearms.

In accordance with Act 79 of 2018, the Plaintiff and Court shall also be notified by the appropriate law enforcement agency having primary 
jurisdiction that the Defendant failed to relinquish his/her firearms as required.

Assistance on how to update PFAD for Act 79 can be found by going to: https://www.pfad.pa.gov/System/UserManual

Your agency will continue to receive this message every 24 hours until the proper action is taken in PFAD.

When no PFAD entry is made stating the Defendant relinquished their weapons in the 

time allotted, the below message is sent to all agencies listed on the order. These 

messages repeat everyday until the weapons are relinquished and PFAD is updated. 

The agency having jurisdiction where 

the Defendant resides must investigate 

why the weapons have not been 

relinquished.



This message will be sent once every 24 hours until a relinquishment occurs; 

but, if your agency is investigating why no PFAD entry has been made (stating 

the weapons have been relinquished), there is a way to disable this message.
INVESTIGATION REQUIRED: FAILURE TO RELIQUISH FIREARM/WEAPONS

DEFENDANT: Joe Smith

PLAINTIFF: Joan Smith

Protection From Abuse Order #xxxxxwas entered into the Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD).  This order required the Defendant Joe Smith 
to relinquish firearms, ammunition and/or other weapons to the sheriff, appropriate law enforcement agency, or authorized third party for 
safekeeping by September 11, 2019.

An investigation shall be initiated by the appropriate law enforcement agency having primary jurisdiction for a possible violation of Title 18 of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes Section 6105, Persons not to possess, use, manufacture, control, sell or transfer firearms.

In accordance with Act 79 of 2018, the Plaintiff and Court shall also be notified by the appropriate law enforcement agency having primary 
jurisdiction that the Defendant failed to relinquish his/her firearms as required.

Assistance on how to update PFAD for Act 79 can be found by going to: https://www.pfad.pa.gov/System/UserManual

Your agency will continue to receive this message every 24 hours until the proper action is taken in PFAD.
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After logging into PFAD 

and searching for and 

selecting the case, the 

user will see on the left 

side of the Case Screen 

an option to disable the 

CLEAN notifications.

The accompanying 

message warns the user 

about the circumstances 

surrounding the 

disabling of the 

notifications and a 

reason must be 

supplied.
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To see where any of 

the CLEAN messages 

relating to weapon 

relinquishment are 

being sent can be 

found by clicking on 

View CLEAN 

Messages Log.
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If you do not have a PFAD account, from the below website select Request Account.

www.pfad.pa.gov
Pennsylvania State Police 

Civilians and Enlisted 

members are not to 

request accounts through 

this process.   
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Users with established PFAD accounts click Login.

www.pfad.pa.gov
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State Police Login

Å User ID is your CWOPA email 

address,

or

Å CWOPA\user name.

Å Password is your CWOPA 

password.

All other User Login

Å User ID is the user ID that 

was assigned to you when 

you created an account.

Å Password is the password 

that you established when 

you created an account.
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ÅReceiving weapon relinquishments and completing the 

Relinquishment of Firearms Receipt in PFAD. 

ÅReleasing firearms you took into possession and completing 

the Firearms Release Request form in PFAD

As a Law Enforcement Agency you will be:



COMMONWEALTH LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE NETWORK



COMMONWEALTH LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE NETWORK

Firearms, weapons, and ammunition that are relinquished to 

LE are to be entered into PFAD. When completed, PFAD can 

print a receipt that shall be given to the defendant.

The receipt being filed in PFAD shows the defendant 

relinquished the items and will stop any automated non-

compliance CLEAN messages that are being sent to the 

agencies listed on the PFA Order.
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To enter the relinquishments, the Officer or Designee must sign into their PFAD 

account. Click on the Cases drop down menu and click on Search Cases. 

Search Cases can also be found under Relinquishments. 
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A search can be made 

for the Plaintiff or the 

Defendant or by 

Docket #.

The County search 

defaults to the county 

of the agency, but can 

be set to Statewide for 

a broader search.
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The results will be displayed below the search fields. Click View Case on 

the desired case.

Keep in mind that a person can be a defendant of multiple PFA Orders. 

Select the case that the Defendant is there to relinquish items for. This 

can be determined by asking the Defendant the Plaintiffôs name, or 

looking for the Plaintiffôs name on any documentation that the Defendant 

brought with them. 
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Viewing the case will 

show the history of the 

PFA.

To enter the 

relinquished weapons, 

click Add Order.



LE agencies must fill out the 

Relinquishment of Firearms 

Receipt.
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The upper portion of the receipt is 

where agency information is entered.  

The middle portion of the form will 

populate from the information on the 

PFA Order.

IF the Defendant is only relinquishing 

some of the weapons listed on 

Attachment A of the PFA, the 

PENDING/PARTIAL selection must be 

selected.

This indicates on the receipt that the 

Defendant intends on turning in the 

rest of the relinquishments listed on 

the PFA at a later date.
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IF the defendant returns to the 

same agency to turn in the 

remainder, then the receipt 

can be updated with this 

selection changed to YES and 

the remaining weapons added.

IF the defendant arrives at a 

different agency to turn in the 

remainder of the 

relinquishment, then a new 

receipt is to be created with 

YES selected.
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The information relating to the 

PFA will be pre-populated.

The bottom of the form is 

where the relinquished 

firearms, ammunition, or other 

weapons will be entered. 
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Clicking on any of the 

Add Relinquished 

buttons will cause the 

form to expand to enter 

the applicable 

information.


